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TEe/Police: ‘Day of the Jackal’ ; i 


; ■ For' the-second time the United States is 
asked tg cope with, government-sponsored ’ 

' terrorisni-rUJ ^ cas® a kind 0 § largarscale-::"' 
,^*‘Pay;oEtheJacki” - /; 

*'r Without any* inside infonaation* on the j 
. intelligence, or sources involved in thisda-^*: 
* test Libyan-affair;'a*number of issues comer 
:to mind that cause real rancem. » ; \ * 

one assumes that .the^intelligence ii>-': 
"our' bands* is reasonably cr^ble with re- . ' 
gard to^ source and content, aside from r 
A political 'considerations what is’ the- best 
response to a threat of this sort? Bear - ' 
in mind that the- source of the threat is.a>'. 
: government known for its support of and 
connections with dispute terrorist groupe^ ■ 

V around the world, from the- IRA to’’ 
Japan^ Red Army. 

/ It ^ easy to" denigrate the "overreaction’^’ , 
of the security forces, but in fact, given the }. . 
source, of the t^aj^ a worstH^ase seenarid .T: 
must be tl^ b^is. qf any plapning..In this > 
' case, wbeje there is the indication of assas- ; 
i sina^n teams with a paramilitary capabil- 
. ity, possibly indudl^ heavy, weapons, the 
•mote orthodox protective measures would * t 
hardly:* be; sufScientuVVithout^ recourse -to - 
/paranoiiyou can stilL^e seriously-ror at'^“ 


HlargeHBcaleK-icboidina^ att^. by well- ^ 
tltrairied 'oommandos in one or more teams 


that could overwhelm protective forces — ; 
especially since the protective forces must 
guard a numberof possible targets^The as-- 
sasslnation of Anwar Sadat is no comforL 
The net effect is the further isolation ofthe- 
president and his senior people. ■- 

-.But taking- the thr^t, ^riously and 
trying to piotectagainst it do not really 
•tify the intense-even excessive— publicity'- 
that has accompani^ this affair* ' Whil^ it' 
may have been the dedsibn that going pub- 
lic would have the effect of dfesuading*" 
Muammar Qaddafi from believing he could 
disassociate himself from the operation, 
there is a real question of the negative im- 
pact of all this publicity on U5. and world 
opinion and on current and future sources 
of critical inf ormatioiu . ' 

- In: the Eght of what has happened,* ^ve • 
we adequately protected the source!^ and 1 
have we reassured others who may ^ihe- 1 
day provide similar: mtelligence? A more -J 
controlled handling . woold :have' allowed- i 
better source protection widened the j 
political options available to* the adminis- *■ I 
' tration. It would certainly have reduced the 
credibility here and abroadr/? *;' | 

V The writer, a former ClA. 
director of a firm dealing in interna^ \ 
tional securi^ prdtAems^ ' •*. 1 


Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/02/09 ; CIA-RDP91 -00561 R0001 00050004-2 



